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A BRIEF HISTORY OF PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS was born when Simon Morley teamed up with fellow puppeteer David Friend. Their first show at the 1998 Melbourne International Comedy Festival was received as the “Outright Best Show”.

The name PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS was originally conceived by Simon Morley as the title of a highbrow art calendar. Released in 1997, the calendar showcased twelve of Simon’s favourite penis installations (known as “Dick Tricks”). Years before, Simon’s youngest brother, Justin, had shown him his first installation - ‘The Hamburger’. Natural sibling rivalry resulted in the evolution of a grand repertoire of genital gesticulations.

It was on New Year’s Eve in 1997, with a garage full of calendars to sell and burgeoning requests for live demonstrations that prompted Simon to team up with David “Friendy” Friend and unleash their talents on the world.

Friendy had already been keeping himself busy for most of the year, having created a solid business performing his repertoire of installations at Hen nights and private parties. As a young boy Friendy began his Dick Trick career in the bath and developed his skills further when he discovered beer in college. After completing his degree in Computing, he returned to Melbourne with his own highly individual collection of hanging art. Together, Simon and Friendy’s solo “acts” became PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS and a global phenomenon was born.
Their debut at the 1998 Melbourne International Comedy Festival was a huge hit, kicking off an eight-month tour of Australia. The national tour covered 20,000 kilometres and was captured in the documentary Tackle Happy.

Subsequent sell-out runs in Sydney and Melbourne encouraged the boys to take their wares to the 2000 Edinburgh International Fringe Festival, where they were humbled by yet another sell-out run. When a West End producer realized the potential of the show (after attending a performance where the woman sitting next to him wet her pants laughing), the world was no longer safe from the Art of Genital Origami! Contracts and mops were brought out, and a deal was made on the spot: PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS was on its way to London's West End.

Initially booked for a five-week run at London’s Whitehall Theatre, the overwhelming response led to numerous extensions. The show finally closed after an astonishing five-month run. Simon and Friendy became the darlings of the West End, delighting London’s A-list including Hugh Grant, Naomi Campbell, Elton John, Bono and the Beckhams.

In September 2001, on the heels of a smash hit run in Toronto and a successful tour of Canada, PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS opened in New York at the John Houseman Theatre, where it played for nearly 2 years.  By 2002 a second and third American company opened at L.A.’s Coronet Theatre and San Francisco’s Theatre on the Square. These two productions plus the international companies highlighted 2002 as being a phenomenal year when eight companies started playing simultaneously worldwide. The year was capped off by a memorable appearance on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno, which was one of the highest rating shows of the year.

The PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS juggernaut continued to gain momentum, with Simon & Friendy parting ways (temporarily) in 2003 & 2004 to focus on conquering both the USA & Europe 

simultaneously.  During this period PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS was translated into Mexican, Spanish and French!

2004 also saw Friendy & Simon reunited for a second West End Season, this time at The Apollo Theatre on Shaftesbury Avenue.

After five years touring the world and successes from The West End to Broadway, it was time for the boys to come home & hang up their capes.  In 2005 they launched their ‘So Long’ tour and prepared to say goodbye. Little did they realize that Australia had not finished with them yet and they subsequently toured Australia extensively throughout 2006 and 2007 doing the Resurrection tour.

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS has performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival for 8 consecutive years, consistently selling out the prestigious Debating Hall at the Gilded Balloon!

As of today most of the Western World has played host to PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS including Australia, the UK, the USA, Germany, USA, Ireland, Scotland, New Zealand, Canada, Belgium, The Netherlands, Italy, Portugal, Norway, Argentina and Switzerland.

2009 brings the boys to over a Decade of Dick – or as they like to say ‘A Dickade’!  Due to popular demand Simon & Friendy are still taking the penis to the people with performances this year in all Australian States & Territories, Canada, USA, the UK and New Zealand.

BROCHURE COPY

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS (Title Treatment)

Created by Simon Morley and David Friend. 

Presented by Politically Erect 

“Sold out to the rafters…the Audience scream and squeal.”

THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

“Oh yeah, not bad. I still prefer musicals.”

FRIENDY’S MUM

“I just wish it was someone else's son!”

SIMON’S MUM
“Dementedly good fun”

VANITY FAIR

Puppetry Of The Penis, the genital origami extravaganza, is back with the Economic Growth tour. 

It has now been over 10 years, or a dickade, since the show began, having played to over 10 million people, been performed in 5 different languages, 30 countries and in temperatures ranging from 52 degrees to -38!

They showed NYC's Broadway how to make a hamburger, took the Eiffel Tower to Paris, exposed the Lochness Monster in Edinburgh, and showed the Mexicans how to wear a sombrero! 

As of today most of the Western World has played host to PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS and having conquered the world with no pants on, they 're back to make eyes pop and legs cross. Don't miss your chance to catch this astonishing display of dick trickery!

“Oh my Lord!”

A Nana
 “Does exactly what it says on the packet…Unbelievable!”

THE FINANCIAL TIMES

“Bursting with Laughter from start to end.”

LONDON EVENING STANDARD

“Astonishing…Unforgettable…Go see for yourselves.”

DAILY TELEGRAPH

WARNING: Puppetry of the Penis is a non-sexual show featuring full frontal male nudity.      
 www.puppetryofthepenis.net
PRESS RELEASE

NOW IN IT'S SECOND DICKADE!

Just when you thought you'd seen the back (side) of it the global sensation PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS returns with the ECONOMIC GROWTH tour.

It's been over 10 years - or a dickade - since audiences were first wowed by the genital origami extravaganza that is PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS. Since then it has played to over 10 million people, been performed in 5 different languages, 30 countries and in temperatures ranging from 52 degrees to -38! Such is its popularity that Simon & Friendy are still taking the penis to the people with performances this year in all Australian States & Territories, Canada, USA, the UK and New Zealand.

“Astonishing…Unforgettable…Go see for yourselves.”

DAILY TELEGRAPH

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS is a mind-blowing show featuring two strapping Australian men who manipulate their genitalia into various shapes, objects and landmarks. With worrying ease and an unbelievable stretch factor the Puppeteers demonstrate installations such as The Eiffel Tower, The Windsurfer and even edible delights likes their signature dish, The Hamburger. A video camera projects intimate detail of the installation onto a large screen ensuring little can be missed - even from the very back row! 

“Sold out to the rafters…the audience scream and squeal.”

THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

David ‘Friendy’ Friend and Simon Morley premiered their dick tricks at the Melbourne International Comedy Festival in 1998 to great acclaim. An eight month sell-out tour of Australia followed, with sell-out seasons in Melbourne and Sydney. Since then they've taken the West End by storm, performed at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival for 8 consecutive sell out years, shown NYC's Broadway how to make a hamburger, took the Eiffel Tower to Paris and shown the Mexicans how to wear a sombrero! 

“Oh my Lord!”

A Nana
As of today most of the Western World has played host to PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS and having conquered the world with no pants on, they 're back to make eyes pop and legs cross throughout the UK. Don't miss your chance to catch this astonishing display of dick trickery!

Drop everything to see it!

“Bursting with Laughter from start to end.”

THE EVENING STANDARD

“Oh yeah, not bad. I still prefer musicals.”

FRIENDY’S MUM

“I just wish it was someone else's son!”

SIMON’S MUM
LISTINGS INFORMATION:

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS Created by Simon Morley and David Friend. 

Dates:


Venue:


Tickets:



Box Office:

Puppetry of the Penis is an adults-only, non-sexual show featuring full-frontal male nudity.

Photographs are available as jpegs by request.For further information, to request an interview, review tickets or production photographs please contact: (Venue Press Officer & contact details) 

DIRECT MAIL LETTER

NOW IN IT'S SECOND DICKADE!

DROP EVERYTHING TO SEE THE HILARIOUS PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS! 

‘BURSTING WITH LAUGHTER 

FROM START TO END’

The Evening Standard

Dear Theatregoer,

The international smash hit PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS is coming to (VENUE) on (DATE) as part of the Economic Growth Tour.

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS is a mind-blowing show featuring two strapping Australian men who manipulate their genitalia into various shapes, objects and landmarks. With worrying ease and an unbelievable stretch factor the Puppeteers demonstrate installations such as The Eiffel Tower, The Windsurfer and even edible delights likes their signature dish, The Hamburger. A video camera projects intimate detail of the installation onto a large screen ensuring little can be missed - even from the very back row! 

‘ASTONISHING…UNFORGETTABLE…GO SEE FOR YOURSELVES.’
Daily Telegraph

It's been over 10 years - or a dickade - since audiences were first wowed by the genital origami extravaganza that is PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS. Since then it has played to over 10 million people, been performed in 5 different languages, 30 countries and in temperatures ranging from 52 degrees to -38! Such is its popularity that Simon & Friendy are still taking the penis to the people with performances this year in all Australian States & Territories, Canada, USA, the UK and New Zealand.

“OH MY LORD!”

A Nana
As of today most of the Western World has played host to PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS and having conquered the world with no pants on, they 're coming to (venue) to make eyes pop and legs cross with this astonishing display of dick trickery. Drop everything to see it!
“I JUST WISH IT WAS SOMEONE ELSE'S SON!”

Simon's Mum 

“OH YEAH, NOT BAD. I STILL PREFER MUSICALS”

Friendy’s Mum
Call the box office now on (NUMBER) or book online at (WEBSITE ADDRESS). Prices start from just (£££)

‘SHOCKED ME INTO UNCONTROLLABLE FITS OF HYSTERICS’

Time Out

We look forward to seeing you there!

Warning: Puppetry of the Penis is an adults-only, non-sexual show featuring full-frontal male nudity.

PRESS QUOTES
"Charming… extraordinary… DON'T TRY THIS AT HOME!"
THE GUARDIAN 

"Does exactly what it says in the packet… UNBELIEVABLE"
THE TIMES 

"Sold out to the rafters the women… SCREAM and SQUEAL"
THE MAIL ON SUNDAY 

"Guaranteed to be a LONG-RUNNING SUCCESS"
THE INDEPENDENT 

"Shocked me into uncontrollable fit of HYSTERICS" 
TIME OUT 

"By the end of the show I'd cricked my neck out from laughing uncontrollably, spontaneously and outrageously."
LAM, UK 

"Gently witty… surprisingly charming… done with a high degree of decorum in the best possible taste. They may be flashing their genitals but they keep their socks and beanie hats on."
THE GUARDIAN

“Sold out to the rafters…the Audience scream and squeal.”

THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

“Dementedly good fun”

VANITY FAIR

“Does exactly what it says on the packet…Unbelievable!”

THE FINANCIAL TIMES

“Bursting with Laughter from start to end.”

LONDON EVENING STANDARD

“Astonishing…Unforgettable…Go see for yourselves.”

DAILY TELEGRAPH

“Oh yeah, not bad. I still prefer musicals.”

FRIENDY’S MUM

“I just wish it was someone else's son!”

SIMON’S MUM

“Oh my Lord!”

A Nana
PRESS ARTICLES FOR SYNDICATION

5 REASONS TO SEE

PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS

by Simon Morley

1) It's educational. Normally when someone gets close to a man's flaccid genitalia, it becomes something very different, very quickly. This is your chance to look at them 3 stories high and see what men do whilst all alone with their appendage.

2) It's liberating. To laugh out loud at a man's penis can be a very dangerous thing. In some countries it can still get you killed, at the very least you will crush his spirit. We encourage you to let it go, laugh out loud, and celebrate what is without a doubt the oddest-looking piece of human anatomy. 

3) Frighten your friends. This is your chance to scare the daylights out of your most prudish friends. Wait till they see the hamburger! They scream at the screen, whilst you watch them. 

4) Bond with Nana. It might have been a while since your Gran or Nana has seen one of these, so get her out of the house for a night she will never forget. 

5) And lastly, this show is for men too. It is commonly thought in the UK that this is a show for women. While it has proven more popular with women this show was born in male sporting change rooms. You will find most Australian cricketers can do a hamburger, and just about all of our Rugby team can do a Pelican. Nothing sexual, not gay, just primitive male art. 

ALL HANDS ON DICK!
By Simon Morley

Penis puppeteer Simon Morley gets his head around the relationship he has with his genitals. And explains why a man’s penis always comes first. 

What is a best friend? Someone who you go everywhere with, sleep with, bathe with, and share your deepest and darkest secrets with. They pop up unannounced, embarrass you in social situations and let you down at a time when you need them most. Yet you will stick with them through to the end. 

To those of you reading this I could be talking about any one of your best friends. But look closer and you will see I have actually just described a penis. Dog a man’s best friend? Na-ah. The thing that comes first in a man’s life is his penis. 

And what is there to tell you about our dear little friends? (Um, did I just say little? What I meant was…oh, forget it.) 

We name them. 

Bill Clinton calls his “Lil Elvis”. I think George Bush just calls his “Lil”. I for one have not given my penis a name, but have met many a man who has and have even heard many talk about their penis in the third person. 

“Ooo! You should have seen Oscar go!” or “I wanted to go right home, but lil Barney had other plans!” 

I find this a little unsettling. I believe it to be a mechanism which men use to fool themselves into thinking that what transpired the night before was not their fault at all, that their penis was in control. This of course does not work on women, and I don’t think I’ll ever see the day that a woman says to me, “Hey I was just going to get my coat, it was lil Suzie who invited him in!".

We wonder about other peoples. 

Male genitalia are as mystical to men as they are to women. While we have an intimate knowledge of our own “meat and two veg”, masculinity prevents many of us from learning the particulars of others. So we go through life wondering if it is a big one, if that does happen to all men and if our testicles are indeed "sooo cute”. A man will happily take compliments from his partner regarding his genitalia but he will never really believe you. He knows full well that if you answered his question “Is it really the biggest you’ve ever had?” honestly, your relationship as you know it may be in tatters within a few minutes. 

We use them as weapons. 

Male genitalia represent power and always have. Since the start of time man has ruled the world with one hand on his sword, and the other grasping his genitals. Mans obsession with his nether region has often changed the course of history with rulers invading foreign lands in search of a bit of boom boom. Think of ancient stories like Troy. Romans like Marc Antony and Julius Caesar were famous for it, and let's not forget Napoleon whose penis today sits pickled, in a jar, on some aristocratic mantelpiece as a collectors pride and joy.  

We laugh at them. 

In its flaccid form male genitalia is without doubt the most ridiculous and hilarious part of a man’s body. In the past, and in many parts of the world still, to laugh at a man’s “wedding tackle” could have dire consequences. It is as if all of mans pride and sense of masculinity were concealed in that squishy little odd looking package, and to mock it could crush him socially. Give him a swift kick here and you can bring a giant to his knees.

We play with them. 

Because we can. And trust me, it’s not just us guys at Puppetry of the Penis - we’ve just mastered it and turned it into a show! Your fathers, husbands, boyfriends and brothers also practice the ancient art of genital origami. There isn't a man in the world who, at some point, hasn’t stood in front of a mirror and thought to himself: “Hang on, what does this look like?”  We’ve all tucked it away and done ‘the woman’, we’ve all rolled it around the wrist for a ‘cockwatch’.  You’ve seen us do it as children in the bathtub, and some of us did stop, but most of us just stopped doing it whilst you were around. 

We communicate with them.
This behaviour has been around since the start of time. In fact, probably before there was language itself, primitive man more than likely communicated using nothing but grunts and tugging on his genitalia (sound like a Saturday night?), perhaps showing what predators were in the area, or what types of fruit could be found nearby.

BIOGRAPHIES
PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS was born when Simon Morley teamed up with fellow puppeteer David Friend. Their first show at the 1998 Melbourne International Comedy Festival was received as the "Outright Best Show".


SIMON MORLEY, Creator / Puppeteer

Simon Morley was born in Melbourne, Australia. During his early career as a comedy promoter, Simon was instrumental in evolving the careers of some of Australia’s finest young stand-up comic talents.

Being the eldest of four brothers, it was in fact Simon’s youngest brother who showed him his first Dick Trick, ‘The Hamburger’. The competitive forces of an intense sibling rivalry went on to generate a healthy repertoire of genital configurations. Simon wanted to document the Dick Tricks in some way and decided on a large format calendar, showcasing 12 below-the-belt manoeuvres. The need to shift a garage full of calendars, and the growing requests for live appearances inspired Simon to start performing his now legendary Dick Tricks on stage. 

After extensive touring with the show, Simon began a career in live television as a writer on the Mick Molloy Show. The lure of the Edinburgh International Fringe Festival got him back on the road in May 2000 and to this day he is keen to see just how far Puppetry of the Penis can stretch.

DAVID FRIEND, Creator / Puppeteer

David "Friendy" Friend was also born in Melbourne, Australia, a hotbed of Penis Puppetry. As a young boy, he began his Dick Trick career in the bath and his skills went on to make him popular at university parties in Byron Bay. The genial climate and no lack of encouragement made sure that when he returned to Melbourne Friendy had accumulated a swag of Dick Tricks. After successfully completing his computing degree, but finding working behind a computer unsatisfying, Friendy set about making a career out of his brave new art. A small but flourishing business venture, performing his repertoire of installations at Batchelorette/Hen’s night’s and private parties, honed his performance skills to a new level.

A partnership with the other Dick Tricker on the circuit, Simon Morley, was a natural progression, resulting in Friendy becoming one half of Puppetry of the Penis. His dream to travel the world with his penis is well on track, having toured extensively through Australia, the U.K., Europe and the U.S.A.
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l-r David Friend, Simon Morley


BOX OFFICE QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
What is the show about?

The show profiles and demonstrates genital origami.

Is it a comedy, serious drama or a musical?

It’s a very funny night out. The comedy is very gentle and charming and suitable for any aged 18 – 80!

How many actors are there?

Two male actors.

How long is it?
Approx. 2 hours including a 20 minute interval.  

The first 30 minutes is the support act (name tbc).

Interval for 20 minutes.

65 minutes Puppetry of the Penis.

Is there any audience participation?

Only in a mild way and no one has to remove clothing or go on stage.  You should watch out if it is your birthday or you are the Hen on a hen night!

Is there an age limit?

Not really but we suggest 18 years upwards.

Is there any nudity or swearing?

It is a non-sexual show featuring full frontal male nudity.  There is no strong language featured.
Where else are they performing?

Details are on the website – www.puppetryofthepenis.net and on the back of the leaflet.

WEBSITE LINKS:

Website: www.puppetryofthepenis.net
Twitter: www.twitter.com/PuppetryoftheP
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